
Episode 182 - Seven Letters
(Revelation1-3)

Seven Cities 
Jesus Christ dictated letters to the seven churches in Asia Minor. None of these churches operated 
in a vacuum. They were affected by the communities surrounding them, and Christ intended them to 
have a positive effect on those communities. Here is a brief description of the cities surrounding each 
of the seven churches:
 
Ephesus         Smyrna         Pergamum         Thyatira         Sardis         Philadelphia        Laodicea

Both individuals and congregations are greatly affected by the communities in which they are located.

•	 Describe the community in which you live and that in which your church is located.

•	 How does your community compare to the cities of each of the seven churches.

•	 Which aspects of your community are assets for your congregation’s work of sharing the Gospel?

•	 Which aspects of your community might be considered obstacles?

•	 What special opportunities and challenges can you see for your church where it is?

Commendations 
Jesus commended five of the seven churches for the things they were doing right:
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•	 Which of these things would Jesus commend your congregation for?

•	 Which are some goals you can work together for?

•	 How would you suggest reaching these goals?

Episode 162 - Drifting on the Tide
(1 Corinthians)

Economic Considerations
Corinth was a city heavily influenced by its economy. The Christians in Corinth couldn’t keep this economic influence from 
slipping over into their church family.

•	 What kind of reputation does your church have in your community?
•	 How does the economic situation in your community affect your congregation?
•	 What positive things can come from this—both in your congregational family and in your outreach to your 

community?
•	 What negative effects can these economic effects bring on your congregation and its reputation in the community?

Cultural Influences
The church at Corinth was largely impacted by the local city culture. This influence showed itself in cliques, sexual immorality, 
and lawsuits against one another. Paul spends a good deal of his letter talking about these influences and helping the 
Corinthians recognize the blind spots in their thinking. 

•	 What are some issues that have crept from our culture into our churches, in such a way that church members hardly 
recognize them as problems?

•	 What unbiblical cultural or political ideas are you amazed to see being championed by various Christian 
denominations and pastors?

•	 What harm does this indiscriminate acceptance of certain ideas cause our churches’ younger members or those new 
to the church?

•	 What would you say to help open the eyes of a Christian who has been deceived by cultural influences?

Episode 165 - So What?
(Ephesians 4-6)

What Is Our Pastor’s Job?

•	 What things does God want your church to accomplish?
•	 How much of that is your pastor supposed to do? 

In Ephesians 4:11 Paul tells us God gave His church apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
teachers (pastors)—and their job is to equip the saints for the work of ministry.

•	 How does that change your view of the responsibilities God has given your pastor?
•	 What are our responsibilities as members of Christ’s church?

Submit to One Another
Paul’s instructions were radical: husbands were to submit to their wives’ needs, parents to their 
children, and masters to their slaves.

•	 How do TV sitcoms and movies often portray husbands in and to our culture?
•	 What challenges and difficulties does a Christian husband face in our culture today? 
•	 Describe what it looks like when parents truly submit to their children’s needs?
•	 How can a boss or supervisor follow Paul’s counsel to serve their employees?

Put on Your Armor
As we seek to submit ourselves to one another, Paul reminds us that we are engaging in a battle in 
the midst of an age-old war between good and evil: God and sin.

•	 Why is it significant that all but one piece of our armor is defensive? 
•	 Looking at Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. How did He use the Word of God like a sword 

to attack Satan’s lies?
•	 Why is learning the Scriptures so vital today?
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Rebukes 
Jesus rebuked five of the seven churches for their compromises with the world and for losing the 
fervor of their faith: 
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•	 Which of these rebukes would your congregation be in danger of receiving?

•	 What part can you play helping your congregation remedy these shortcomings?

Warnings
Jesus knew if each congregation continued compromising and growing colder, their people risked 
losing their faith and falling under God’s wrath. To guard against this, He specifically warned each as 
to what would happen if they didn’t repent and amend their ways:
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•	 How do these warnings remind you of the daily need to repent, believe in Christ’s salvation, 

and obey God’s will more fervently?

Encouraging Promises
Jesus closes out each letter with a gracious invitation and wonderful promise to everyone who 
perseveres and conquers through faith:
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•	 How can the promise of God’s presence, His abiding strength, and our ultimate victory 

empower us in our daily struggles? 
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