
Episode 179 - Should We Welcome Them or Not?
(2 and 3 John)

2 John
John wrote his second epistle (letter) to warn a congregation about false teachers, probably the 
Gnostics. These false teachers denied the apostles’ teaching that Jesus was both God and man—the 
Savior of the world. He commands the church neither to welcome these false teachers into their midst 
nor to have anything to do with them.

•	 What impression would it give your members and guests if your congregation welcomed a 

Jewish rabbi or Muslim imam in your church and then gave permission to preach in your pulpit?

•	 Under what circumstances would John command our congregation to close our pulpit to 

pastors or priests from other Christian denominations?

•	 What does it mean to have nothing to do with a false teacher?

•	 Why might your pastor think it necessary to speak bluntly about the teachings of a popular 

television evangelist?

3 John
The apostle wrote his third epistle to an individual named Gaius. This individual was either a leader in 
his congregation or someone who gave hospitality to missionaries who traveled from place to place 
sharing the Gospel.

•	 Why is it significant that John says about these missionaries, “They have gone out for the 

sake of the Name, accepting nothing from the Gentiles”? 

•	 Describe some of the circumstances in which you might have guest preachers at your church.

•	 How can you make them feel welcome?

John wrote this letter to encourage Gaius not to be intimidated by Diotrephes, who was refusing to 
accept the authority of John and the other apostles and, consequently, slamming the door in the face 
of these missionaries.

•	 According to John, why is Diotrephes refusing to welcome these missionaries? 

•	 What should a congregation do if its pastor refuses to recognize the apostles’ authority and 

teaches something of his own design?

•	 What should you do if both the pastor and the congregational leaders refuse to follow 

Scripture’s sound teachings?
 

Episode 162 - Drifting on the Tide
(1 Corinthians)

Economic Considerations
Corinth was a city heavily influenced by its economy. The Christians in Corinth couldn’t keep this economic influence from 
slipping over into their church family.

•	 What kind of reputation does your church have in your community?
•	 How does the economic situation in your community affect your congregation?
•	 What positive things can come from this—both in your congregational family and in your outreach to your 

community?
•	 What negative effects can these economic effects bring on your congregation and its reputation in the community?

Cultural Influences
The church at Corinth was largely impacted by the local city culture. This influence showed itself in cliques, sexual immorality, 
and lawsuits against one another. Paul spends a good deal of his letter talking about these influences and helping the 
Corinthians recognize the blind spots in their thinking. 

•	 What are some issues that have crept from our culture into our churches, in such a way that church members hardly 
recognize them as problems?

•	 What unbiblical cultural or political ideas are you amazed to see being championed by various Christian 
denominations and pastors?

•	 What harm does this indiscriminate acceptance of certain ideas cause our churches’ younger members or those new 
to the church?

•	 What would you say to help open the eyes of a Christian who has been deceived by cultural influences?

Episode 165 - So What?
(Ephesians 4-6)

What Is Our Pastor’s Job?

•	 What things does God want your church to accomplish?
•	 How much of that is your pastor supposed to do? 

In Ephesians 4:11 Paul tells us God gave His church apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
teachers (pastors)—and their job is to equip the saints for the work of ministry.

•	 How does that change your view of the responsibilities God has given your pastor?
•	 What are our responsibilities as members of Christ’s church?

Submit to One Another
Paul’s instructions were radical: husbands were to submit to their wives’ needs, parents to their 
children, and masters to their slaves.

•	 How do TV sitcoms and movies often portray husbands in and to our culture?
•	 What challenges and difficulties does a Christian husband face in our culture today? 
•	 Describe what it looks like when parents truly submit to their children’s needs?
•	 How can a boss or supervisor follow Paul’s counsel to serve their employees?

Put on Your Armor
As we seek to submit ourselves to one another, Paul reminds us that we are engaging in a battle in 
the midst of an age-old war between good and evil: God and sin.

•	 Why is it significant that all but one piece of our armor is defensive? 
•	 Looking at Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. How did He use the Word of God like a sword 

to attack Satan’s lies?
•	 Why is learning the Scriptures so vital today?


