
Episode 172 - Young Leaders
(1 Timothy)

Paul: An Example of God’s Great Patience
Anyone who goes to church expecting to meet a group of perfect, loving people is in for a surprise. Paul knew 
any Christian, especially a young pastor like Timothy, could be bitterly disappointed, frustrated and burned out 
from the pettiness, selfishness and sinfulness of the people in his church. So he reminded his young friend—and 
us—of the enormous transition God worked in his own life, taking him from being a murderer of Christians, to a 
powerful apostle and missionary.

•	 Why did Paul underscore Jesus’ patience, as he recalled the days of his persecution of the church?
•	 How would seeing Paul’s sins—and his own—help Timothy become more patient with those who sinned 

against him?
•	 When we are dealing with stubborn sinful people at home, at church or at work, why is it important for us 

to remember what Jesus can do, even with a murderer of Christians like Paul?
•	 Compare who you are now with the kind of person you were in your youth. What maturity has Christ 

worked in you? 
•	 Why is it important to remember these transitions sometimes takes years or even a lifetime?

The Young Pastor
Young, idealistic pastors face many tough and unexpected challenges in the first years of their ministry. (Ask your 
pastor. He may want to share some of his own experiences.)

•	 Describe a time you were put down or dismissed because of your youth.
•	 Why might it be difficult for older members to show respect to a young pastor?
•	 How can a young pastor gain the respect of his congregation, without coercing or lording his authority 

over them?
•	 Why did Paul warn Timothy not to rebuke older members of his congregation but to gently exhort them, 

as he would his own father?
•	 Why is it wise for a church leader to avoid godless chatter and controversies?
•	 Paul told Timothy to avoid false teachers and false prophets. Why would this be recommended rather 

than showing them patience and confronting them?

Take Care of Yourself
Paul advised Timothy to drink wine and not just water for the stomach ailments he suffered.

•	 Why might it have been healthier for Timothy to drink wine than water?
•	 How could the pressure of his ministry have affected Timothy’s stomach problems?
•	 What would you expect to be the most stressful parts of a pastor’s work?
•	 How can we strengthen and encourage our pastors?

Episode 162 - Drifting on the Tide
(1 Corinthians)

Economic Considerations
Corinth was a city heavily influenced by its economy. The Christians in Corinth couldn’t keep this economic influence from 
slipping over into their church family.

•	 What kind of reputation does your church have in your community?
•	 How does the economic situation in your community affect your congregation?
•	 What positive things can come from this—both in your congregational family and in your outreach to your 

community?
•	 What negative effects can these economic effects bring on your congregation and its reputation in the community?

Cultural Influences
The church at Corinth was largely impacted by the local city culture. This influence showed itself in cliques, sexual immorality, 
and lawsuits against one another. Paul spends a good deal of his letter talking about these influences and helping the 
Corinthians recognize the blind spots in their thinking. 

•	 What are some issues that have crept from our culture into our churches, in such a way that church members hardly 
recognize them as problems?

•	 What unbiblical cultural or political ideas are you amazed to see being championed by various Christian 
denominations and pastors?

•	 What harm does this indiscriminate acceptance of certain ideas cause our churches’ younger members or those new 
to the church?

•	 What would you say to help open the eyes of a Christian who has been deceived by cultural influences?

Episode 165 - So What?
(Ephesians 4-6)

What Is Our Pastor’s Job?

•	 What things does God want your church to accomplish?
•	 How much of that is your pastor supposed to do? 

In Ephesians 4:11 Paul tells us God gave His church apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
teachers (pastors)—and their job is to equip the saints for the work of ministry.

•	 How does that change your view of the responsibilities God has given your pastor?
•	 What are our responsibilities as members of Christ’s church?

Submit to One Another
Paul’s instructions were radical: husbands were to submit to their wives’ needs, parents to their 
children, and masters to their slaves.

•	 How do TV sitcoms and movies often portray husbands in and to our culture?
•	 What challenges and difficulties does a Christian husband face in our culture today? 
•	 Describe what it looks like when parents truly submit to their children’s needs?
•	 How can a boss or supervisor follow Paul’s counsel to serve their employees?

Put on Your Armor
As we seek to submit ourselves to one another, Paul reminds us that we are engaging in a battle in 
the midst of an age-old war between good and evil: God and sin.

•	 Why is it significant that all but one piece of our armor is defensive? 
•	 Looking at Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. How did He use the Word of God like a sword 

to attack Satan’s lies?
•	 Why is learning the Scriptures so vital today?


