
Episode 169 - Things Are Starting to Heat Up
(2nd Thessalonians)

Religious Persecution
John wrote about Jesus coming into the world: “He came to His own, and His own people did not 
receive Him” (John 1:11). That was born out in Jesus’ arrest, trials and crucifixion. The Jewish leadership 
continued its opposition when the apostles went out and preached Jesus to the world. 

•	 Why do you think the Jews were so hostile to Jesus’ message?
•	 Why do you think people feel such passion when it comes to religious differences? 
•	 Why is it important for us to balance our passion when witnessing to someone with 			 

a different opinion?
•	 What persecution have you faced—either overt or subtle?
•	 What changes in our culture are affecting us as Christians?
•	 How do you expect persecution to change in the future?

Man of Lawlessness
Persecution can come from a religious or political group or from prominent and powerful individuals. 
The early Christians saw the Roman Emperor Nero as the first “antichrist” or “man of lawlessness.” 
History records how Nero blamed the Christians for a destructive fire in Rome. This ultimately resulted 
in the arrest, condemnation and martyrdom of hundreds of Christians in the coliseum. According to 
tradition, he was also responsible for the deaths of the apostles Peter and Paul.

•	 What other powerful, persecuting leaders have you heard of?
•	 What qualities make these leaders so popular with their people?
•	 How can this mass popularity eventually cause huge problems for the church?
•	 How might such a man of lawlessness rise to a powerful and influential position in our country?
•	 What can we do as Christians in these circumstances?

Get Busy
Throughout history false leaders have forecasted the Lord Jesus’ second coming. Groups of Christians 
have sold all their possessions and climbed mountains to be the first to welcome their returning Lord. 
Then, disillusioned, they’ve trudged back down the hill, attempted to buy back their possessions, and 
picked up their daily lives where they left off.

•	 Why is it important to keep working instead of idly waiting for Jesus’ return?
•	 How does your daily work fit in with God’s plans for this world?
•	 Why is it important to remain watchful for Jesus’ return?

Episode 162 - Drifting on the Tide
(1 Corinthians)

Economic Considerations
Corinth was a city heavily influenced by its economy. The Christians in Corinth couldn’t keep this economic influence from 
slipping over into their church family.

•	 What kind of reputation does your church have in your community?
•	 How does the economic situation in your community affect your congregation?
•	 What positive things can come from this—both in your congregational family and in your outreach to your 

community?
•	 What negative effects can these economic effects bring on your congregation and its reputation in the community?

Cultural Influences
The church at Corinth was largely impacted by the local city culture. This influence showed itself in cliques, sexual immorality, 
and lawsuits against one another. Paul spends a good deal of his letter talking about these influences and helping the 
Corinthians recognize the blind spots in their thinking. 

•	 What are some issues that have crept from our culture into our churches, in such a way that church members hardly 
recognize them as problems?

•	 What unbiblical cultural or political ideas are you amazed to see being championed by various Christian 
denominations and pastors?

•	 What harm does this indiscriminate acceptance of certain ideas cause our churches’ younger members or those new 
to the church?

•	 What would you say to help open the eyes of a Christian who has been deceived by cultural influences?

Episode 165 - So What?
(Ephesians 4-6)

What Is Our Pastor’s Job?

•	 What things does God want your church to accomplish?
•	 How much of that is your pastor supposed to do? 

In Ephesians 4:11 Paul tells us God gave His church apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
teachers (pastors)—and their job is to equip the saints for the work of ministry.

•	 How does that change your view of the responsibilities God has given your pastor?
•	 What are our responsibilities as members of Christ’s church?

Submit to One Another
Paul’s instructions were radical: husbands were to submit to their wives’ needs, parents to their 
children, and masters to their slaves.

•	 How do TV sitcoms and movies often portray husbands in and to our culture?
•	 What challenges and difficulties does a Christian husband face in our culture today? 
•	 Describe what it looks like when parents truly submit to their children’s needs?
•	 How can a boss or supervisor follow Paul’s counsel to serve their employees?

Put on Your Armor
As we seek to submit ourselves to one another, Paul reminds us that we are engaging in a battle in 
the midst of an age-old war between good and evil: God and sin.

•	 Why is it significant that all but one piece of our armor is defensive? 
•	 Looking at Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. How did He use the Word of God like a sword 

to attack Satan’s lies?
•	 Why is learning the Scriptures so vital today?


