
Episode 168 - Let Me Get This Straight
(1 Thessalonians)

I Thought You Said  
The Thessalonians were confused about what was going to happen to their dead loved ones. We are 
surrounded by people who are in the same boat.

•	 Describe some of the false notions people have about death and what lies beyond.
•	 What dark fears and doubts do these false notions lead them to?
•	 How can we use Paul’s words to shatter these false notions and comfort them?

The Dead Will Rise First 
Paul clarifies the confusion about what will happen to the dead when Christ appears. In the process, he 
gives us valuable information about what we will experience on that great day as well.
 

•	 Discuss what you would be seeing, hearing and experiencing if Jesus returned this very moment.
•	 How does carrying around the realization that Jesus could return at any moment impact the way 

you carry on your day-to-day life?

This passage not only clears up the Thessalonians’ confusion about what will happen to dead believers, 
it also exposes the false teaching known as the rapture. In Matthew 24:36-44 Jesus is describing 
what will happen on the day He returns. Those who espouse the rapture pull verses 40-41 out of 
their scriptural context concerning Judgment Day, teaching that on an earlier day Jesus will remove 
believers from among unbelievers and take them to heaven, leaving unbelievers behind on earth to 
carry on with their lives. This directly contradicts Jesus who says these things will happen on the Last 
Day and not before.

Consider this verse from Matthew 24: “Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 
Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.” 

Now join these two passages with 1 Thessalonians 4:17: “Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with 
the Lord.”

We have a complete picture of what will happen on Judgment Day. Jesus will appear with the angels in 
the clouds; He will command the dead to rise; the newly raised believers will meet Jesus in the air. Then 
the believers remaining on earth will be glorified instantly; they will be separated from unbelievers and 
taken up into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air also.

(continued on page 2)

Episode 162 - Drifting on the Tide
(1 Corinthians)

Economic Considerations
Corinth was a city heavily influenced by its economy. The Christians in Corinth couldn’t keep this economic influence from 
slipping over into their church family.

•	 What kind of reputation does your church have in your community?
•	 How does the economic situation in your community affect your congregation?
•	 What positive things can come from this—both in your congregational family and in your outreach to your 

community?
•	 What negative effects can these economic effects bring on your congregation and its reputation in the community?

Cultural Influences
The church at Corinth was largely impacted by the local city culture. This influence showed itself in cliques, sexual immorality, 
and lawsuits against one another. Paul spends a good deal of his letter talking about these influences and helping the 
Corinthians recognize the blind spots in their thinking. 

•	 What are some issues that have crept from our culture into our churches, in such a way that church members hardly 
recognize them as problems?

•	 What unbiblical cultural or political ideas are you amazed to see being championed by various Christian 
denominations and pastors?

•	 What harm does this indiscriminate acceptance of certain ideas cause our churches’ younger members or those new 
to the church?

•	 What would you say to help open the eyes of a Christian who has been deceived by cultural influences?

Episode 165 - So What?
(Ephesians 4-6)

What Is Our Pastor’s Job?

•	 What things does God want your church to accomplish?
•	 How much of that is your pastor supposed to do? 

In Ephesians 4:11 Paul tells us God gave His church apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and 
teachers (pastors)—and their job is to equip the saints for the work of ministry.

•	 How does that change your view of the responsibilities God has given your pastor?
•	 What are our responsibilities as members of Christ’s church?

Submit to One Another
Paul’s instructions were radical: husbands were to submit to their wives’ needs, parents to their 
children, and masters to their slaves.

•	 How do TV sitcoms and movies often portray husbands in and to our culture?
•	 What challenges and difficulties does a Christian husband face in our culture today? 
•	 Describe what it looks like when parents truly submit to their children’s needs?
•	 How can a boss or supervisor follow Paul’s counsel to serve their employees?

Put on Your Armor
As we seek to submit ourselves to one another, Paul reminds us that we are engaging in a battle in 
the midst of an age-old war between good and evil: God and sin.

•	 Why is it significant that all but one piece of our armor is defensive? 
•	 Looking at Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness. How did He use the Word of God like a sword 

to attack Satan’s lies?
•	 Why is learning the Scriptures so vital today?



•	 What is the danger in believing the rapture? (Hint: it suggests there will be a “second chance” 
for unbelievers. By the time believers are taken up from them it will already be too late for 
unbelievers to repent and believe.)

At a Loved One’s Grave

Paul’s words bring great comfort and hope, even in the middle of our deepest grief and pain.
•	 What other Bible passages have given you great comfort at your loved one’s graveside?
•	 As we go on with our lives after a loved one’s death, why does the future resurrection and 

reunion often slip away from our thoughts?
•	 Why is it important to keep reminding ourselves of God’s promise to raise our loved ones and 

bring us together into His eternal Kingdom?


