
INTRUCTIONS:

1.	 Fill out the Note Sheet while you review the Spiritual Conversation Training Module.  You can 
either type your answers into the PDF and save the completed sheet, or you can print the file 
and write your answers in the blanks, then take a photo of the completed sheet.  

2.	 Use the sheet to take notes on the particular LHM resources.

3.	 Complete the Resource Plan to determine your next steps in sharing these resources with 
your church.

4.	 Upload the completed Note Sheet as part of the Ambassador Reward Program as one of the 
two training modules to complete by May 31.

NOTES:

Spiritual Conversation in the Digital Age Monograph

The Reluctant Witness Book

Project Connect and Children’s Ministry Books

LHM Spiritual Conversation 
Resources For Your Congregation

DATE: ___________________ 
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High School Curriculum For Youth Groups, Bible Class

LHM Learn Online Courses

Sermon Series and Handouts

Outreach Workshop – Eager Conversationalist and Conversation Curve

BECOMING EAGER CONVERSATIONALISTS
Text: Ephesians 6:10-20
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I.  Weird Looks
a. Over the last four weeks we’ve been talking about spiritual conversations, and from 

here I’ve seen some weird looks
 

i. You may remember from the research LHM did with Barna, it was found that ¾ 

of all Christians in have 9 or fewer spiritual conversations per year

 
ii. Digging deeper 32% of Christians only had 1 or 2 spiritual conversations in the 

last year, and 9% of Christians had 0 spiritual conversations in the last year

	
iii.	 I	think	some	of	the	weird	looks	happened	because	you	may	find	the	research	to	

be a little incredulous1. Maybe you thought to yourself that you have 9 spiritual conversation in a 

slow week2. And you thought to yourself that I must be part of the other ¼ of Christians.

 
iv. And that is the other side of the research.1. LHM and Barna found that ¼ of all Christians are having lots of 

spiritual conversations, and the researchers have dubbed them “eager 

conversationalists.”II. EAGER Conversationalistsa. The researchers isolated these “eager conversationalists” and looked back through the 

other questions to see if there was a statistical commonality that they had with each 

other. 
i. The researchers found the eager conversationalists, generally speaking, share 5 

characteristics in a meaningful statistical way1. These characteristics weren’t determined by gender, geographical 

location, or other things that a person is born with
2. This means that these characteristics can be learned
3. To help make it easier to learn and memorize, LHM has put them into the 

acronym E.A.G.E.R.a. Each letter of the acronym corresponds to one of the 
characteristics that eager conversationalists share

 
ii. Embrace the Gospel:1. “Eager conversationalists are people who have a clear and certain 

understanding that salvation comes from belief in Jesus Christ alone and 

forgiveness of sins comes only through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus.” There is a correspondence between believing orthodox, biblical 

truths about the nature of sin, forgiveness, the afterlife, and having more 

spiritual conversations.

EVERYDAY CONVERSATIONS

Text: 1 Peter 3:13-17
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Opening story/image – talk about a conversation where you found yourself holding back out of 

concern that you might make the other uncomfortable or even offend him/her

I.  Introduction
a. A few weeks ago, we joined Peter around a fire just after Jesus had been arrested, and 

Peter found himself in a less-than-friendly context

 
i. When Peter was asked about his association with Jesus fear got Peter’s tongue

 
ii. Peter denied knowing Jesus 3 times

 
iii. It wasn’t until Peter heard the rooster crow that he was shaken from his hear; he 

realized what was taking place, and what he was doing.  

 
iv. He felt convicted, he mourned his silence, and he repented

II.		Peter
	finds	hi

s	voice

a. Peter eventually becomes a person who proclaims the Gospel boldly without fear, even 

thought he had plenty to be afraid of

b. In Acts 3 we find Peter and John healing a man in Jerusalem at the Temple

 
i. After they heal the man, they begin telling everyone about Jesus

c. Read Acts 4:1-2

 
i. The next day the officials assemble the high-powered people of Jerusalem to try 

to make Peter afraid, to silence him and make him stop speaking about Jesus

 
ii. In the face of potential punishment Peter doesn’t flinch

d. In response to being told to be silent Peter and John answer in Acts 4:18-20

III.  Keep speaking

a. Peter encourages other Christians, especially those being persecuted, to stand firm in 

their faith, and to keep sharing the Good News even when it’s out of season

b. In the case of 1 Peter he is writing to “elect exiles,” who have been scattered in less-

than-friendly settings and are suffering for their faith

c. He tells them that even in their suffering they should be ready to be able to respond to 

why they have so much hope

 
i. Peter doesn’t want to His brothers and sisters in Christ to experience what he 

went through around the fire

 
ii. He doesn’t want fear to get their tongue, and stop them from talking about Jesus

d. And even amid suffering, when they talk about Jesus, they should do it with 

“gentleness and respect”.

e. There’s nothing like persecution and suffering to tempt us to tell people about our faith 

with aggressiveness and anger

 
i. This is what the devil would want, so that we turn people away from the Gospel

Opening Image/Story – consider telling a story or using an object lesson that highlights the 

importance of Christian unity

 I. Introduction
a. A major theme in Paul’s Letter to the Romans is unity

 

i. Unity with God through faith Rom. 5:1

 

ii. Unity with the Works of Jesus Rom. 6:1-14

 

iii. Unity with the kingdom of Heaven Rom. 8:12-17

 

iv. Unity between Nations Rom. 10:12

 

v. Unity, although limited and not to supersede our unity with God and His church, 

with the government or ruling bodies Rom. 13

b. This unity comes through the power of the Gospel

 
II.  The Riches of Salvation

a. Because we have unity with God through the Gospel, everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord is saved

 

i. This is our inheritance/riches of the Gospel

b.	 Be
ing	sa

ved	is
	freein

g	and
	gives

	us	po
wer	to

	live	in
	a	way

	that	r
eflects

	the	lo
ve	of	G

od	

for His creation

 

i. God empowers us to share what these riches are with people that don’t 

currently believe in him

 

ii. Having these riches enables us to posture ourselves toward outsiders the same 

way that Jesus postured himself toward us (Rom. 5)

 
III.  Simple Series of Four Questions

a. Paul demonstrates the posture and intentions we should have toward outsiders 

through 4 questions Rom. 10:14-15a

 

i. The Holy Spirit Calls people to faith through the Word

 

ii. He gathers them together, the church, into unity to be strengthened and 

empowered further through Word and Sacrament

1. The Word includes preaching, Bible studies, and other activities where 

scripture tells us of what God has done and continues to do for us

 

iii. He then sends them into the world to share the Gospel with those who don’t 

currently know and believe in it

 

iv. As we consider Paul’s words that people need to hear the story of salvation from 

God’s people—the Gospel—we need to deeply consider how we are currently 

doing this

 

HOW WILL THEY HEAR

Text: Romans 10:13-17

LHM.ORG/CONVERSATIONS

Sermon 1 of 5

BEAUTIFUL CONVERSATIONS
Text: Isaiah 52:7-10
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Opening Image – Stained-glass window in Winchester Cathedral, Winchester, UK [: consider finding 

a way to share the image with your hearers (referenced immediately below). If you use bulletins (or 

some other printed handout for worship), perhaps print the image on the cover or include it as an 

insert. Or project the image on a screen.I.  Introduction
a. Winchester Cathedral in Winchester, England is a stunningly beautiful building

b. One of its best features is the stained-glass window at the front of the church

 
i. It’s massive, and at first glance it’s a wonderfully random mosaic of colors

c. It also has a great story
 

i. In the 17th century, during the English Civil War, the window was destroyed by 

the soldiers of Oliver Cromwell after they turned the cathedral into a stable

 
ii. But the common people sifted through hay and horse waste to collect the 

fragments of glass
 

iii. After Cromwell’s army left, the people gathered the pieces back together and 

restored the window1. Armed with this information if you look at the window you no longer see a 

totally random mosaic2. You see a random arm, or a piece of a face

 
iv. And now not only is there a window that serves a purpose to this building, with 

the story you have a beautiful picture of what God’s people can accomplish 

through faithfulness.II.  Utility and Discomforta. In a sense this is what Paul is talking about regarding spiritual conversations in Romans 10

 
i. The utility of spiritual conversations is that they lead to lead salvation

1. “For ‘everyone who call on the name of the Lord will be saved’”

2. Consider: it was a past spiritual conversation of some sort that brought 

you here
 

ii. This is why Paul leads into the series of questions in Romans 10:13-15a)

1. If we aren’t equipped and sent to talk about the faith that we’ve been 

given, then others can’t hear it and also come to faith.

 
iii. Sharing our faith is good, it has utility, and it is beautiful

 
iv. But often we make assumptions about ourselves and others that get in the way 

of us faithfully sharing our faith with non-believers
1. We assume that spiritual conversations will be awkward and ruin 

friendships or working relationships
2. These assumptions may be in our hearts and minds, but that doesn’t 

mean they are true

WHY WE STOPPED TALKING
Text: Luke 22:54-62
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I.  Introduction
a. There’s a phrase, “Cat’s got your tongue.”

 i. The etymology of the phrase is disputed
1. Could be from feeding people’s tongue to cat’s in ancient Egypt

2. Could be from punishment, being lashed with a cat-o’-nine-tails, in the 

English Navy
b. Regardless of the where it came from it speaks to instances when something keeps us 

from speaking. For us the source of silence is often fear

c.	 That	was	the	case	for	Peter	as	he	sat	aroun
d	a	fire	after	Jesus	had	been	arrested.

d.	 Upon	being	asked	about	his	association	w
ith	Jesus,	Peter	found	himself	in	a	less-than-

friendly environment. And he was afraid

	 i.	 Peter	was	asked	three	times	if	he	was	associated	with	Jesus,	and	three	
times	

Peter	denied	knowing	Jesus.
1. He was in fear
2. The cat’s got his tongue

II.  In Season & Out of Season
a.	 Before	we	get	too	harsh	in	our	thinking	of	P

eter,	how	often	do	we	find	ourselves	in	

similar situations
b.	 There	are	seasons	in	the	world	when	Chris

tians	find	themselves	in	less-	than-friendly	

environments.
	 i.	 For	about	the	first	three	hundred	years	of	th

e	church,	Christianity	was	illegal

	 ii.	 Christians	were	persecuted	for	their	faith	an
d	they	suffered	in	many	ways	

including losing their lives on many occasions

c.	 In	AD	313	Emperor	Constantine	made	Christianity	the	official	religion	of	the	empire

 i. Since then Christians have experienced both times of prosperity and times of 

persecution. Christianity has gone in and out of season.

1. Paul still encourages us to be faithful in all of these times. “Preach the 

word; be ready in season and out of season.” 2 Timothy 4:2

 ii. While Christians in America aren’t being persecuted in the sense of the early 

church,	or	the	way	other	Christians	are	current
ly	suffering	in	different	places	

around the world, we have lost some of the social capital and privilege we once 

had.
1. As time continues Christianity in America seems to be getting more and 

more out of season
2. The tension that comes with being out of season doesn’t feel good. And it 

seems	to	be	affecting	how	we	do	or	don’t	talk	abou
t	our	faith
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Resource Plan

Recommend Spiritual Conversation Monograph 	
and Sermon Series:

o	 Pastor
o	 Outreach/Evangelism Team
o	 Other: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Reluctant Witness Book:

o	 Start a Book Club

o	 Share with Bible Classes

o	 Other: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Project Connect and Children’s Ministry Booklet:

o	 Add to Project Connect Rack

o	 Use PC JR in community

o	 Share resources with Outreach/
Evangelism Team and Sunday School, 	
Pre-School, Elementary 

School leaders:

o	 Other: _______________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
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Eager Conversationalist/
Conversation Curve Workshops:

o 	 Share with Outreach/Evangelism Team or 
Education Chairman for Congregation

o	 Use DVD resource or Request a Speaker 
for LHM Staff led

High School Curriculum:

o	 Share with Youth Group Leadership

o	 Share with Education Chairman for Youth 
Bible Class 

LHM Learn:

o	 Share FREE online courses with 
congregation members

o	 Share with Education Chair to incorporate 
into Discipleship Plan for Congregation

o	 I will try the online courses personally
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